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Operation Blessing was started in 1988 by retired Clarinda Police Chief Joe Newton and his 

wife, Diane Newton who was the Clarinda 911 Center Dispatcher/Supervisor. The program’s 

purpose was to provide at least one Christmas gift to any child whose family could not afford to 

provide a gift during the Christmas season due to lack of employment, medical bills, and 

unplanned financial expenses.  Joe and Diane were the program’s coordinators and were 

involved in every aspect of the program such as shopping for gifts, wrapping gifts, delivering 

gifts, taking requests from families and anything else that popped up.  Over the years Clarinda 

Police Chief Keith Brothers also helped with delivering gifts and serving as media liaison for the 

program.   

Since the Operation Blessing program was the passion of Joe and Diane who were both career 

public safety professionals, it is appropriate that this scholarship supports students wishing to 

pursue an education/career in the criminal justice and/or teaching field. Operation Blessing will 

continue to assist youth in the Clarinda community/area who need some assistance and will 

allow the purpose and spirit of the Operation Blessing program to live on through the lives of 

these young people as they embark on their adult lives and professions. 

 



Joe & Diane Newton Operation Blessing Scholarship 

 

This scholarship was established by Retired Chief of Police Joe Newton and Chief Keith 

Brothers through donations received in memory of Diane Newton and funds from Clarinda’s 

Operation Blessing to support local students for years to come. 

 

The following guidelines will be used in making the scholarship selection: 

The $1,500.00 scholarship will be awarded to a Clarinda High School graduating senior or 

homeschooled graduating senior living within the Clarinda Community School District planning 

to pursue a degree in the criminal justice and/or teaching field in higher education at an 

accredited university, community college, or trade school. 

1. The scholarship shall be used to assist with the cost of tuition at an accredited university, 

community college, or trade/vocational school. 

 

2. The Clarinda Foundation shall disburse the scholarship grant to a university, community 

college, or trade/vocational school indicated by the recipient in one payment prior to the 

beginning of the fall semester of year in which the scholarship is awarded. 

 

3. The selection committee shall consist of a minimum of three individuals: 1) one 

individual named by the Clarinda Foundation (who shall serve as chair of the committee); 

2) the Clarinda Community High School Principal or his/her representative; and 3) one 

designated by the Joe & Diane Newton Family. 

 

4. To qualify, the applicant shall submit a Clarinda Foundation “Scholarship Application 

Form” including required essays and letters of recommendation, as a computer-generated 

application. 

 

5. The selection committee reserves the right to not award the scholarship should they 

determine that no applicant is worthy. 

 

6. In the event the selected recipient of the scholarship does not follow through with his/her 

enrollment in college/university, the selection committee reserves the right to re-award 

the scholarship to the committee’s second place candidate. 

 

7. The scholarship shall be awarded without regard to race, color, creed, gender, nationality, 

origin or physical handicap. 

 


