
 
 

New Special Exhibit at the Glenn Miller Birthplace Museum 
“Clarinda In The Time Of Glenn Miller” 

The Glenn Miller Birthplace Museum is pleased to announce the opening of a new special 
exhibit “Clarinda In The Time Of Glenn Miller,” running now through January 2017. The new 
exhibit was funded through a generous grant from the Clarinda Foundation. 
 
The exhibit explores life in early 1900s Clarinda, when Glenn Miller was just a boy, and lets you 
delve into early 20th century Clarinda, discovering the rich history behind the Miller family and 
the birthplace home. Vivid historic photographs, maps, hands-on activities, and more will 
transport you back over 100 years ago as you compare the commerce, population, and size of 
Clarinda then to the Clarinda of today.  
 
When Glenn Miller was born in Clarinda on March 1, 1904 he was welcomed into a bustling 
community with a robust economy, a young but growing population, a vibrant social and 
cultural scene, and the start of many “modern amenities.” Telephones for both rural and city 
dwellers were becoming commonplace, electricity had come to parts of Clarinda, and 
infrastructure improvements were on the rise. Yet, young Glenn would still experience many 
functions of daily life that are drastically different from today, such no indoor plumbing or 
electricity in his home, cooking over a wood burning stove, and a single pot-bellied stove to 
heat the house. From these rather humble beginnings, Glenn would rise to fame and fortune. 
Yet, he still maintained the Midwestern values that he learned as a child. Visit “Clarinda In The 
Time Of Glenn Miller” and see the world of Glenn Miller’s childhood. 
 
The Glenn Miller Birthplace Museum is located at 122 W. Clark Street in Clarinda. The museum 
is open Tuesday – Sunday from 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM. Please visit www.glennmiller.org or call 
712.542.2461 for more information. 
 

http://www.glennmiller.org/


 
 
 
 
  


